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…

2017

ECONOMICS & AMR

2025

❑ Most of studies 

carried out in high-

income countries

❑ Vast majority from 

healthcare & 

hospital perspective

❑ Little to none 

exploring ‘new 

economic models, 

which reconcile 

public health 

interests with 

industry needs for 

profitability’



4ECONOMICS & AMR – FIRST MULTISECTORAL ANALYSIS

❑ Released in Sep.2024, together with the World Bank and other outstanding partners

❑ Data from more than 200 countries forecasting full toll of AMR on people, livestock and the economy 

❑ Estimates a return of US$ 28 for every US$ 1 invested in drug innovation and health care improvements

You all probably know that 

❑ Over one million deaths 

worldwide each year are 

caused because of our 

inability to treat bacterial 

infections, 

❑ 39 million people would 

have died because of this 

by 2050 if we do not 

change behaviour. 

But did you know that 

❑ Today, AMR is already 

causing annual GDP losses 

of US$17 billion in 

livestock production 

systems, and

❑  by 2050, again if we do 

not change our behaviour, 

annual global livestock 

GDP losses will reach up to 

US$ 1.7 trillion. 
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❑ Released in Sep.2024, together with the World Bank and other outstanding partners

❑ Data from more than 200 countries forecasting full toll of AMR on people, livestock and the economy 

❑ Estimates a return of US$ 28 for every US$ 1 invested in drug innovation and health care improvements

SIX MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS

❑ Make the case – use economic data to inform 

policy

❑ Mobilise investments – public, private, 

multilateral, equitable…

❑ Look to LMICs – as they bear the biggest 

burden of AMR

❑ Let data flow – gather data, share data, use 

data !!

❑ Pursue R&D across One Health spectrum – 

OHPRA, START-IDAZ, WHO, etc. 

❑ Aim policies at prevention – cost-effectiveness 

shown

ECONOMICS & AMR – FIRST MULTISECTORAL ANALYSIS
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Estimated 

ROI of 4:1

Adaptable to lower- 

and middle-income 

countries

From 255% in Year 1 to 

537% in Year 3

Medical costs per 

pig dropped by up to 

53%

CASE STUDY

AI-based intervention for real-time 

disease diagnostics

The power of early diagnosis & access to veterinary care



7The Economic Value of Prevention



8The AMR burden - How much has this changed? 

❑ Global AMU in animals has 

stopped dropping

❑ Overall use of AGPs* not changed 

since 2017

❑ 20% WOAH Members

❑ 76% w/o risk analysis

❑ 11% still using HPCIA

❑ 1 out of 6 bacterial tested is MDR

❑ AMU in humans increasing in 

some countries

*antimicrobials as growth promoters



9It seems we are humans after all !

‘The biggest hurdle to effectively contain 

AMR is not the microbial ability to adapt and 

to exchange resistance mechanisms, but the 

natural resistance of humans to change’ 

John Prescott



10WOAH’s 2026-2030 VISION on AMR

Awareness raising ❘ Data collection & use ❘
Vaccines ❘ Economics ❘ Legislation

Capacity building | Livestock

Standards developmentCompanion animals ❘ Aquatic animals
Diagnostics & susceptibility testing

Financial 

advocacy for 

implementation 

of National 

Action Plans

Timely & 

equitable access 

to high-quality 

veterinary 

services

Enhanced 

knowledge 

and use of 

economics data

Sustainable 
Funding

Responsible use 

of antiparasitic 

drugs Reduced burden 

of substandard & 

falsified products 

Surveillance 

data-based 

policy making

Resourced 
Surveillance

Unlock 

the potential 

of animal 

vaccination

Enhance 

development 

of sustainable 

animal farming

Synergise with 

human 

immunization 

programmes

Prevention

Sustain 

Quadripartite 

support to 

Members 

Responsible and 

prudent use of 

antimicrobials 

through effective 

legislation & 

regulation

Sustained 

behavioural 

changes

Cross-Sectoral 
Collaboration



A gram of prevention 

or a kilo of cure?

The choice is ours !



12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France

T. +33 (0)1 44 15 19 49

F. +33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

woah@woah.int

www.woah.org

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

LinkedIn

YouTube

Flickr

Thank you !

Merci !

Gracias !

https://www.facebook.com/worldanimalhealth
https://twitter.com/OIEAnimalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/worldanimalhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OIEVideo
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oie-photos/sets/
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